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Subject: ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE INITIATIVE  

Report Summary: To provide an update in regard to the implementation of the 
Electric Vehicle charging infrastructure in Tameside.  To 
provide information in respect of associated costs for 
installation and potential future roll out of the scheme 
depending on consumer demand.  

Recommendations: That the panel support the proposal for an Electric Vehicle 
charging infrastructure within Tameside, to proceed to 
installation of an initial charging post and to roll out further 
posts according to consumer demand. 

Links to Community Strategy: The promotion and use of electric vehicles will contribute to the 
priority of a Prosperous Tameside and will also help to achieve 
the Attractive Tameside priority of Promoting Environmental 
Sustainability. 

Policy Implications: There are no policy implications arising from this report.  

Financial Implications: 

(Authorised by the Borough 
Treasurer) 

Funding for this initial post has been identified within the Local 
Transport Fund capital monies. Any further costs for additional 
posts (if required) and any on going maintenance costs need 
to be identified from within the service. 

Legal Implications: 

(Authorised by the Borough 
Solicitor) 

This report does not list the proposed locations for charging 
points.  Before any charging point is established there are a 
number of legal and contractual issues which will need to be 
addressed by the Commissioner to ensure that the investment 
secures a long term benefit to the community. 

Risk Management: There are no risk management issues arising from this report.  

Access to Information: The background papers relating to this report can be inspected 
by contacting the report writer Alison Lloyd-Walsh, Head of 
Environmental Development by: 

Telephone:0161 342 3332 

e-mail: alison.lloyd-walsh@tameside.gov.uk  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
1.1 This report provides background in respect to national and regional developments in regard 

to the establishment of an infrastructure to support the use of Electric Vehicles (EVs).  It 
provides information with regard to the implementation of the EV charging infrastructure in 
Tameside, associated costs for installation together with potential future roll out of the 
scheme, depending on consumer demand. 

 
 
2.0 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Meeting the UK’s longer-term climate goals will require road transport to be largely 

decarbonised by 2050.  To help achieve this aim, the Government has announced 
provision of over £400 million to support measurers designed to promote uptake of the 
next-generation of ultra-low emission vehicle technologies.  Electric, plug-in hybrid, and 
hydrogen fuelled vehicles can all help to reduce emissions from road transport, whilst 
allowing drivers to retain all the benefits associated with private car usage.  

2.2 The Committee on Climate Change, an independent climate advisor to the Government, 
advised that the UK needs to have 1.7m electric vehicles on the road by 2020 if carbon 
reduction targets are to be met.  Legally binding emission reduction targets are also in 
place to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 34% by 2020.  The GM Climate 
Change Strategy has a target of 48% by 2020. 

2.3 In addition to the environmental benefits, electric vehicles are cheaper to maintain as they 
have fewer moving parts than motor vehicles, don't have exhaust pipes, engine oil, head 
gasket or spark plugs and owners will not have to pay road tax.  Charging an electric 
vehicle will also be much cheaper and far more economical to run than a fossil fuelled run 
motor vehicle. 

2.4 Delivered by the Office of Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV), the Government is co-funding 
the national roll out of over 9,000 charge points to London, the North East and Milton 
Keynes in the first wave.  An additional 4,000 charge points will then be rolled out to 
Scotland and Northern Ireland, Manchester, the Midlands and the east of England in the 
second wave. 

2.5 In October, the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities (AGMA) successfully bid for 
£3.6m in funding from the government’s “Plugged in Places” project designed to establish a 
network of charging points for EVs.  The AGMA project is part of the Environment 
Commission remit.  

 
 
3.0 INFRASTRUCTURE AND INSTALLATION – GREATER MANCHESTER AND TAMESIDE 
 
3.1 It is envisaged that there will be approximately 300 charging points across Greater 

Manchester where users can charge electric vehicles through fast and rapid points.  As a 
guide, a fast charge point (32amp) charges a vehicle in two to three hours and a rapid 
charge point takes around 30 minutes.  A feasibility study has been undertaken to 
determine the most suitable locations within Tameside.  

 
3.2 In order to deliver the EV infrastructure, AGMA have set up the Manchester Electric Car 

Company (MECC) to act as the delivery arm of the project to oversee infrastructure issues 
and manage the financial elements of the project. 

 
3.3 Following several meetings with MECC, consideration has been given to potential sites 

identified within Tameside and a shortlist has been drawn up consisting of 12 locations 
within the Borough.  In determining the most suitable locations, consideration has been 

  



  

given to footfall, visibility, accessibility, need for high capacity cabling and Traffic Regulation 
Orders (TROs). 

 
3.4 The likely cost of installing a charging post, consisting of two individual fast charging units 

(a two and three hour charge), is estimated to be in the region of £5,000.  The cost of 
leasing the charging post and software is £2,500 with additional installation costs expected 
to be in the region of £2,500 including high capacity cabling, electrical supply and 
reinstatement of surrounding area following completion of works. 

 
 
4.0 IMPLEMENTATION  
 
4.1 Although we have identified 12 potential points across Tameside, the current number of 

electric vehicles on the road does not appear to support the need for this number of 
charging points at this time.  We therefore think that installation of an initial post on Camp 
Street car park in Ashton-under-Lyne, with the option to install additional charging units led 
by consumer demand would be the best option.  Funding for this initial post has been 
identified from Local Transport Fund capital monies. 

4.2 There is a short delay in progressing to the installation stage due to re-structuring the 
delivery roles assigned to MECC and Transport for Greater Manchester to ensure that 
progress can be made and the project be delivered and completed successfully.  
Discussions are currently underway with OLEV and the DfT to ensure the proposed 
changes continue to support their objectives.  AGMA and TfGM remain committed to the 
delivery of the new infrastructure and the revised delivery model is expected to be in place 
by 31 March 2012. 

 
 
5.0 RECOMMENDATION  

5.1 That the panel support the proposal for an Electric Vehicle charging infrastructure within 
Tameside, to proceed to installation of an initial charging post and to roll out further posts 
according to consumer demand.  
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